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Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms: Creative Writing Masterclass 
 

 

Dates Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 January 2019 

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels; please note this course requires some advance reading  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

Let Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms: Art, Word, War and the unique collections at the British Library inspire 
your creative writing. During this weekend course, you’ll craft your own fiction inspired by the Anglo-
Saxon world, and the exhibition’s precious books and artefacts. Along the way you’ll learn the 
fundamentals of creative writing: how to create strong characters, rich settings, powerful voices, and 
more. 
 
Anglo-Saxon texts, such as Beowulf and the Exeter Book, are rich with drama and detail. You’ll draw 
on these, alongside treasures such as finds from the Staffordshire Hoard, throughout a series of 
exercises designed to enhance all aspects of your creative writing. You’ll also learn about the influence 
of Anglo-Saxon on our modern vocabulary, and how to harness this in your fiction. 
 

 
 

 

Saturday 

 

Following an exclusive tour of the exhibition Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms, you’ll warm up with an 
exploration of the sensory details of Anglo-Saxon life, and consider how to use the smells, sounds and 
textures of this world to write vivid descriptions. After lunch, we’ll turn to Beowulf for inspiration. 
You’ll learn how to write both heroes and villains with depth, developing complexity in characters and 
bringing them to life on the page through their distinctive features. You’ll then explore Anglo-Saxon 
landscapes as a way into creating rich settings in fiction, and practice world-building in your writing 
through map-making inspired by the Domesday book.  
 

Sunday 

 

We’ll begin by exploring the Anglo-Saxon roots of our language and their effect in our writing. You 
will learn how to identify this vocabulary and tap into its powers to bring atmosphere and emotion to 
our writing. You’ll then take inspiration from the Exeter Book to explore voice and point of view in 
storytelling. After lunch, you’ll compare story forms that appear in Anglo-Saxon texts, from the hero’s 
journey to the elegy, and consider different approaches to plot and storytelling in your own work. 
Finally, you’ll draw on some of the extraordinary objects in the exhibition to develop your own 
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stories, using techniques from the course. We’ll close the course with a chance to share your work 
and discuss it over a glass of wine and soft drinks. 
 

 
 

Tutor 

 

Zoe Gilbert is an author and creative writing tutor. Her novel, Folk (Bloomsbury 2018), explores the 

landscape, people and folklore of an imaginary island. Her short stories have been published in 

journals worldwide, and won prizes including the Costa Short Story Award. She is a creative writing 

tutor at London Lit Lab, Arvon Foundation, and on previous British Library courses. As well as 

completing a PhD in Creative Writing, she hosts reading and critique groups in London and hosts 

salons for the Word Factory. 

 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. A willingness to participate both individually and as part of the group will help you get 

the most from this course. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be provided at the start of each day. Participants should make their 

own arrangements for lunch. 

 

On Sunday 13 January participants should gain entry to the British Library via Gate 5 on Midland 

Road. Please meet at Gate 5 from 10.15 on the day. (The Library will open to the public at 11.00). 

 
 


